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Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is an innate neurodevelopmental condition and
represents a highly heterogeneous group. Recent research indicates that the prevalence
of ASD has exceeded 2%. As a result, early diagnosis and early intervention have
become important issues. Another key issue is identifying subgroups or developmental
trajectories within the ASD population. Thus, it is becoming essential to examine and
understand the heterogeneity of individuals with ASD by establishing more

homogeneous subtypes. It is helpful for early interventions of children with ASD.

I and colleagues have focused on developing a local early screening tool
‘Screening Tool for Autism Spectrum Disorder in Toddlers (STASD-T) which designed
to detect ASD in toddlers under age three. The STASD-T has been demonstrated to have
high accuracy and we plan to hold an annual workshop to promote it. In addition, in
2023, we published a study examining developmental trajectories of language abilities
in children with developmental disorders (including children with ASD and those with
developmental delays). The findings revealed three distinct trajectories for receptive
language and two trajectories for expressive language, supporting the notion of
developmental heterogeneity. The results also showed that children with ASD were

more likely to fall into the groups with more severe impairments.
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[ Concrete Results ]

® Academic Achievements

Our research team is dedicated to developing localized ASD screening tools and
studying developmental trajectories in this population. Some studies have been

published. Please see below.

Yao, P. Y., Tao, L. S., & Wu, C. C.* (2023). Language development trajectories in young
children with developmental disabilities in Taiwan. Research in Developmental

Disabilities, 136, 104470.

Hou, Y. M. & Wu, C. C.*(in press). Development of the Screening Tool for Autism
Spectrum Disorder in Toddlers: A Preliminary Study of the Detecting Accuracy.
Research in Applied Psychology.

The early ASD screening tool developed by our team—the Screening Tool for Autism
Spectrum Disorder in Toddlers (STASD-T)—has already been published and the
preliminary findings showed high accuracy. To promote the use of the STASD-T, our
team will co-host certification workshops with the Taiwan Society of Child and
Adolescent Developmental Disorders. The second workshop will be held at KMU on
November 30, 2025. The aim of this workshop is to enhance clinicians’ and educators’
understanding and application of the STASD-T, thereby supporting early screening and
intervention for ASD. Additional workshops will continue to be offered in the future.
Regarding developmental trajectories in children with ASD, our team has submitted

new findings for publication, and is currently under review.
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[ Research Team ]

Team Member: Chin-Chin Wu, Zih-Lin Ciou, Yi-Hsi Chiang, Cheng-En Chuang,
Wen-Hsuan Wu, Chih-Ying Wang, Weng-I Lei, Hao-Hsuan Huang

Overview: Our team focuses on developing diagnostic and screening tools for ASD
and is committed to promoting early screening and intervention. All team members are
trained and experienced in developmental assessments, autism screening tools, and
early intervention practices. The member of our team possesses good theoretical and
practical expertise. Over the years, we have accumulated some research and practical
experience in southern Taiwan. We also collaborate closely with medical, social
welfare, and educational institutions to provide support for individuals with ASD and
their families.

Contact Email: jinnchin@mail2000.com.tw
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